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By the draee of God
and with the affirmation of the people
The Right Reverend Philip M. Bunean, 1L 8.8
Bishop of the Piceesr of the Central Gulf Coaat
" will ordain
Betty Jo Brenemen
Bobby Wayng Pean
Clara Mag Hewis
&dward Thomas Richards
. John Lyvon Brewer
Ragmond Pouglas Wishart
Rebgeea Jayng Carason
susan Mehez Douglas
to the Sagred Order 6f Peacona
in Christ's, ong, holy eatholiernd apoatolie chureh
on Thuraday, the tenth of February
in the gear of Our kord two thousand and gleven
at ai¥ c'aloak in the gvgning during the opgning agrvies of
the +0"* Annual Bicegaan Convention

&t. Jamga Spisecpal Chureh
820 M. agation Street
Fairhope, Ak 3e032

Your pragers and presgneg arg requested

The Wishart family will host & reegption following the
BErgmony
Zhangri-kog Cabin
1017 County Rosd #
Frirhope, Ak 332

Pleaaz R3VP to Wishii®aol.eom

or 80-272-9e73 if you arg able fo attend the reeeption.
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Annual Meeting Highlights

2010 giving was up by $25,000 over budgeted pledges, while
expenses are $8,245 below what was budgeted. The result
was a $33,000 to operating reserves.

e A new budget was approved with pledge increases sufficient
to pay facility debt from the operating budget without utiliz-
ing the capital reserve.

e Attendance at Holy Nativity Church and School chapels ex-
ceeded 23,000 in 2010.

e Over 40 new members became a part of Holy Nativity in
2010

e Pledges for 2011 increased by 16%!

¢ Attendance for Children’s Christian Education is up by 300%

e A new updated church website is debuting this week.

e The first annual Steak and Bake raised almost $2000 for Wil-
mer Hall.

e The Holy Nativity Food Bank was established.

e The first annual Vacation Bible Camp made it’s debut.

e The first annual Blessing of the Backpacks kicked off the
school year and invited Holy Nativity School families to the
Church.

e The Advent Pajama Party contributed over 50 pairs of new
pajamas to local children in need.

e The English Tea and Fashion Show continued to donate all
proceeds to local service agencies.

e Supper at Grace serves over 100 meals each week.

e The Mary-Martha chapter of the Episcopal Community was
installed.

e An ECW chapter at Holy Nativity was begun.

e There were 15 baptisms in 2010.

e Aaron Kuster became the first known Episcopal reception via
skype.

Father Steve congratulated the parish on such an outstanding
year and thanked staff and ministry leaders for their dedication
and hard work. He shared plans for our next phase of facilities
improvement including renovation of Battin Hall and the cafete-
ria, renovation of public spaces and a master plan for the beauti-
ful space where the former school classrooms stood. He also
shared information about his upcoming trip to Haiti, the Church’s
continued involvement and commitment to Holy Nativity School
and plans for further use of technology within our communication
efforts.

It truly is a great time in the life of our parish. May God con-
tinue to bless us in the coming year.

The Nativity Scene

Espri benediksyon ou

On February 16", T will be traveling to Haiti as a part
of a mission trip organized by St. Christopher’s in Pen-
sacola and St. Mary Magdalene’s in Kansas City, Mis-
souri. I am especially excited about this trip because I
believe it will provide a tremendous mission opportu-
nity for our parish. We will be traveling to the Les
Cayes area of the island and specifically working with
the Episcopal Church and School at La Pretre. This
area is about an hour and a half outside of Port au
Prince and has not received much in terms of relief
assistance. I look forward to establishing contacts and
partnerships there where we can identify special needs
and priorities. I am excited about the possibilities that
include the children at Holy Nativity School. I want to
look at possibilities that include construction assis-
tance, “pen-pal” classes, and even scholarships to the
school. It is my impression the trip will include as
much fact finding as it does hands on work. While most
of our trip will involve the La Pretre church and school,
we will also be assisting two days with a medical clinic
being conducted by another Episcopal group.

Originally, this trip was to be much larger. However,
the cholera epidemic made that impossible. The trip
leaders did not feel comfortable having participants
staying in a number of different areas. However, once
the epidemic is controlled it is hoped that future trips
can include many more volunteers and especially vol-
unteers from our parishes. I look forward to helping
with that.

On Sunday, February 20, I will be attending and
speaking at a small Episcopal Church in the area.
(Interpreters are provided). I look forward to this. How-
ever, obviously I will be unable to be at Holy Nativity
that day. I’m thrilled to let you know that our supply
priest will be Father William Bell, former curate here,
and currently the Episcopal chaplain at Johns Hopkins
in Baltimore. What a great day that will be!

I appreciate your support in allowing me to take the
trip. I truly believe it will be an exciting and meaning-
ful opportunity for mission and look forward to sharing
with you what I learn and see in Haiti. I hope you’ll
join us on March 6" in Battin Hall during the Sunday
school hour for a Haiti report and update.

Steve+
FYT: Espri benediksyon ou means God Bless You in
Haitian Creole.

Many Thanks

Once again this year, Lori and I are overwhelmed at your thoughtfulness and graciousness during the holiday season.
So many of you remembered us with cards, gifts and even gifts you asked us to “give away.” The parish check was truly
most thoughtful and appreciated. We can’t express to you how grateful we are, to be part of the Holy Nativity family. We
continue to be amazed at your commitment and enthusiasm for the ministry we do together. It is an honor to be your rec-
tor and a joy to have celebrated another year with you. Please know how grateful and humbled we are.

God love you, Steve and Lori Bates

August 2009

February Birthdays

Feb. 1 John Morrow

Feb. 2 Neil Bates, Monica Phillips

Feb. 32 Lenka Doran

Feb. 5 Elizabeth Ciccarelli, Mary Mittiga

Feb. 7 Dana Ledman

Feb. 8 Zach Bewick, John Messer

Feb. 9 Samantha Smith

Feb. 10 Brian Leebrick

Feb. 11 Gene Miller, Susan Nelson,
Hercules Pettis

Feb. 12 Jeff Mahalak

Feb. 13 Scott Clemons

Feb. 14 Dawson Gall, Rachelle Wishart

Feb. 18 Nancy Hebert

Feb. 20 Sophia Eaton

Feb. 21 Martin Brust, Bertram Churchill,
Eddie San Juan

Feb. 22 Steve Dick, Allen Nease, Mario San Juan

Feb. 23 Betty Fllis, Suzanne Grossman,
Dennis Kob

Feb. 25 Carol Ann Osborne, Nancy Pride,
Kevin Wattenbarger, Ann Watts,
Sue White

Feb. 26 Edyth Brown, David Burris

Feb. 27 Robert Ahrens, Cayden Dunn,
David Lithway

Feb. 28 Ashley Doran, Helen Jenings

Feb. 1
Feb. 5
Feb. 12
Feb. 16

Feb. 719
Feb. 23
Feb. 24
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February
Anniversaries
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Neil and Malinda Bates

Ted and Ina Joy Conrad

Billy and Ina Joy Wicker

Martin and Kathy Brust

Paul and Bobbie Hunt
Wayland and Glenda Patterson
John and Esther Laughter
Dunkin and Edwina McLane

The members of the Mary Martha

Circle, in conjunction with the

Missions and Outreach Committee,

express our heartfelt thanks to
everyone who supported the

Christmas Boxes for children as part

of the Samaritan’s Purse Operation
Christmas Child prior to Christmas!
Holy Nativity members and friends

filled 125 boxes that were

distributed to children-in-need in

Third World nations! Your
generosity and support are
awesome!

Marilyn Hauser
Mary Martha Circle Chairperson
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The music program at Holy Nativity is enjoying a little respite from all of the hectic, and sometimes
stressful, preparations of Advent and Christmas and greatly appreciating an extended time of Epiphany.
The Chancel Choir was already rehearsing music for the Bishop’s visit while preparing for Christmas! We
always have to work ahead of time.

Happily, we continue to grow and improve. Voices have returned to the Chancel Choir and the 8:00 Rite
One Choir has added a new voice recently. Children’s Choir is back in full swing with their high energy and
enthusiasm. Many adults have vacations planned this winter so don’t be concerned when you see fewer
people singing on any given Sunday or an empty organ bench while John Durgan and his wife go on a
cruise. We will always have music at Holy Nativity!

On February 20, Fr. Steve will be away on a mission trip and Fr. William Bell is planning to be with us
that morning. It is my plan to be able to sing some of the same music used for his ordination on May 10,
2008 here at Holy Nativity. It will be his first visit back since our renovations and I thought it would be a
special gift to remind him of the music he so carefully chose for his ordination. There will be choirs at both
services that Sunday, each singing different selections.

In the meantime, we continue to rehearse weekly with each of our three choirs and this is a perfect time
to come and join us. Music for Ash Wednesday (March 9t), Lent and Easter will be in our folders before
you know it. You, or your children, have plenty of time to prepare and learn the music! We look forward
to seeing you at one of these rehearsals:

THE CHANCEL CHOIR
THURSDAY EVENINGS IN THE CHURCH FROM 6:30 - 8:30 PM
AND SUNDAY MORNINGS FROM 9:30 - 10:15 AM

THE RITE ONE CHOIR
THURSDAY EVENINGS IN THE CHURCH FROM 5:30 - 6:30 PM

THe CHLdreN'S CHol
WedNeSday aFterNooNS iN tHe CHorl' QFFice FroM 400 - 5:00 PM

Welcome New (Confirmands!

On January 16th during Bishop Duncan’s visitation the follow-
ing were received or confirmed:

Natacha Camenzind, Charlie Commander, Sharon Carroll,
Robert Carroll, Catherine Churchill, Anthony Collier, Jennifer
Collier, Drew Dickey, Lenka Doran, Rich Doran, Holly
Kuster, Alex Phillips, Justin Rahn, Jeff Rahn and Aaron
Kuster.

Congratulations to you all and we celebrate your continuing
place in the Holy Nativity fellowship!

Pictured left: Aaron Kuster is received by Bishop Duncan from
the base chapel in Qatar. This is the first known reception via
Skype. Check this month’s diocesan newsletter for full story
and pictures.
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A NOTE FROM FR. TOM

Dearest friends and members of Holy Nativity,

1t would not be possible for Linda and me adequately to express our love for you, all you have done and do for us, the
joy, happiness, and grace that you bring into our lives. And it has been so since we first both started as charter members
of Holy Nativity Episcopal Church in 1955. Over the decades, Linda and I have come and gone, college years and back,
Navy years and back, seminary years and back, parish ministry years and back, always back home to Holy Nativity. The
joy of each return has always been your loving welcome, and your generosity and kindness. Coming back with Father
David Damon, with Father Bob, with Father Arnold, and especially and finally now with Father Steve who so kindly
invited me and so generously welcomed us to come back to Holy Nativity for our retirement years. Last Sunday the Sen-
ior Warden, who also happens to be my nephew! handed me your parish gift of a Christmas check. The generosity of it
floored me, almost literally. Thank you so much. As I write this on Thursday morning, January 13, we are headed off to
Cleveland Clinic next week, where I have appointments to undergo tests and then continue hopefully as a candidate for
open-heart surgery on Monday, January 24. Your gift of chesed, lovingkindness, gives us a cushion to make the trip
more affordable and less worrisome. Thank you so much. This is an interesting episode of my life, what Thomas Moore
in Dark Nights of the Soul calls my night sea journey. Hold me up in prayer!

Tom+

As | write this Father Tom has just been released from the hospital. He and Linda will be staying in Cleveland for two addi-
tional days and have a final “discharge” evaluation, before returning to Panama City on Friday. Again, let me thank you for
your support and encouragement in traveling to Cleveland to be with them for the surgery. The Weller family is most appre-
ciative of your thoughts, prayers, notes and visits and look forward to returning to their place among us very soon. Thanks
be to God!!! Steve+

Zumba Gold!
Zumba Exercise is for Everyone!

Zumba Gold allows the active older adult and the deconditioned

exerciser to experience the same party atmosphere as regular Zumba while
getting a great workout. It is also great for beginners and provides an op-
portunity for the student to learn the steps easier.

The Flower Guild will meet
February 13, 2010

Zumba Gold may use a greater variety of zumba music to relate to the spe-
cial populations of the class. For example, for active older adults zumba
instructors may use Big Band music and broadway tunes in

addition to contemporary hip hop and Latin music.

Zumba Gold may be just the right pace for those with injuries especially
those with knee problems or those who are new to cardio exercise. In a
Zumba Gold class the instructor may take more time to teach the steps be-
fore actually dancing them to the music.

The Flower Guild will be having an

HOLY NATIVITY IS OFFERING A CLASS BEGINNING FEBRUARY 8TH organizational lunch at the home of Nancy
AT 8:30 AM IN BATTIN HALL. EVERYONE IS INVITED TO ATTEND! Breland on Sunday, Feb. 13th at 12:00 pm.

(Nancy lives in walking distance from the

$3 per class - if there is enough interest and a person wants to keep church.)

attending every Tues, then Michelle will come up with punch cards
that people can purchase (x number of class for less money). Also,
bring a bottle of water and a towel (just in case you sweat - which I
highly doubt with zumba gold). Wear comfortable clothing and
comfortable shoes (not dress shoes).

Please RSVP to
loribatesinteriors@hotmail.com
256-426-5894 by Wednesday the 9th. If you
signed up or not you are welcome to join us
just please let us know you are coming!



mailto:loribatesinteriors@hotmail.com
http://www.dancenyoga.com/zumba_music.html
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The Mary-Martha Circle of The Episcopal Community

The Episcopal Community was formed in February of 2010 by women from
around the country to share their spiritual journeys and mutually encourage

each other’s faith. Four members of Holy Nativity Episcopal Church travelled

The Nativity Scene

Adult Sunday
School News

Due to Father Tom’s

Chil dr ends Mi
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to Atlanta, Georgia, to help form The Episcopal Community with the vision of . .
illness, special par-

ish events and Father
Steve’s trip to Haiti,
Adult Sunday
School will not re-
sume until March
6". On that Sunday,
Father Steve will be
presenting a report
on his trip to Haiti.
The regular Adult
Sunday School class
will resume the first
Sunday of Lent
(March 13). Look
for details of new
adult offerings in
next month’s news-
letter.

a life focused on the Baptismal Covenant in order to be more effective in the
church and the world.

On Saturday, January 15, 2011, five members of Holy Nativity, Gayle
Ahrens, Edyth Brown, Donna Hairston, Marilyn Hauser, and Laura Johnson,
were installed as charter members of the Mary-Martha Circle of Holy Nativity
Episcopal Church.

Membership is open to women eighteen years or older who are con-
firmed members of the Episcopal Church. The focus of the Circle is to help
women live into their Baptismal Covenant by connecting, supporting, serving,
and studying with other women of like mind.

If you are interested in your own spiritual growth and enriching the
lives of those around you, please contact one of the following.

Marilyn Hauser 850-896-7320 or mghauser@hotmail.com
Gayle Ahrens  850-235-4265 or tgahrens@bellsouth.net
Laura Johnson 850-866-1552 or mcjohnson@knologv.net

YOUTH NEWS!

By Judy Dickey

February will be a month of puzzles and challenges! The puzzles will be for you, the youth group, to
solve. The challenges will involve designing our own mission or outreach project and planning out
the rest of our year. We will continue to meet at 6pm on Wednesday night, but we may- not always
be in the upstairs room. Curious? Come and join us for food, fun, and fellowship. Questions?

Call me at 248-6624 or email me at judydickey@gmail.com.

Hope to
see you
soon!

Judy

Feb. Chil drends WoRmM Godly Play Nursery
Chapel 9:15 10:30 10:30 10:15
6 Tom Hairston Old Testament Story Parable of the Great Pearl Sandy Ciccarelli
784-6319 Judy Bennett Lenka Doran 265-9276
Beverly McDaniel 215-1579 784-1048 Carolyn Roberts
265-8033 Jo Bruhn Nancy Dingus 763-9566
819-6667 763-6891
13 Tom Hairston All About the Bible: Parable of the Mustard Seed | Nancy Reeder
784-6319 Kathy Brust Sharon Carroll 596-9538
Beverly McDaniel 265-4172 784-6961
265-8033 Nina Godwin Karen Shores
785-0855 867-1084
20 Tom Hairston All About the Bible: Par- Parable of the Leaven Kaew Sumpton
784-6319 able Place Anji Dunlap 872-3782
Beverly McDaniel Casey Cole 763-0875
265-8033 215-3727 Tiffany Ennis
Candace Leebrick 784-4762
522-9240
27 Tom Hairston All About the Bible: Parable of the Sower Pat Spangler
784-6319 Theology Theatre Casey Cole 215-5279
Beverly McDaniel Kathy Brust 215-3727
265-8033 265-4172 Candace Leebrick
Katy Bradford 522-9240
234-7004

As you can tell from the weekly lesson titles, our Sunday School lessons follow consistent themes through the beginning

of Lent. Godly Play is designed with a Montessor.i il  Wond
study to present the lessons using the designated materials to offer the children a multi-sensory approach toward de-

sired learning outcomes. Does this sound like education-s p e a k ? It isébut it is somethin
give our children. In Adebriefingd | ast weekos Parabl e o
Carrol |l had been asking the children to Awonder o about pro
nei ghbor?6 and fAwWhat Would Jesus Do?0. This is with our t

playing, having funéand thinking.

Thanks to Judy Bennettds Old Testament stories for the pas
Bible Camp last summer), our first through fifth graders are becoming quite well acquainted with some important Biblical
characters. We hope that we can help to make these who shaped our faith and traditions as familiar to our children as
thepop-cul t ure personalities that they see and know so well t
are having fun while trying.

Beverly McDaniel

Welcome New Vestry Members!

Jim Hixson, Mary Ellen Pettis, Rich Doran and Mike Dickey
The next scheduled Vestry Meeting is February 13 at 9:15 a.m.

Also many thanks to our retiring Vestry Members: Tom Ledman, Mike Zinszer, Kathy Brust and
Mike Harding.



mailto:mghauser@hotmail.com
mailto:tgahrens@bellsouth.net
mailto:mcjohnson@knology.net
mailto:judydickey@gmail.com

